
ST. GREGORY THE GREAT CATHOLIC SCHOOL 
SUMMER 2021 

READING AND MATH ENRICHMENT 

 

Students Entering Fifth Grade August 2021 

Dear St. Gregory Parents, 

Happy summer! While you are enjoying your summer, please encourage your child to read as much as possible. 
Reading is one of the most important skills which can impact your child’s academic success and confidence!  

The following pages have information regarding the math and reading activities our fifth grade teachers would like 
your child to complete during the summer. Please send the completed activities with your child on the second day of 
school. 

  

 



Fifth Grade Summer Reading 

• Incoming Fifth grade students will read Escaping the Giant Wave by Peg Kehret.  

• Please print the novel reflection that is to be completed after the book has been 

read.  

• Please plan accordingly when reading because you will be required to take an 

AR quiz on this novel during the first week of school. This quiz will count 

towards your first quarter goal. We will go over the novel during the first week of school 

and quizzes will not be deleted. 

• Students will be required to do a PowerPoint presentation on the book on their return 

(instructions to be given in class). 

• In addition to the mandatory book, students will read at least two more books of their 

choosing. At least one of the books needs to be nonfiction.  

• Students will be allowed to take AR tests on all summer reading. 

• Record all the books that your child reads on the reading log included. 

 

Fifth Grade Math Readiness 

• Included in this packet is a math readiness packet. Please print the packet and complete 

all pages.  

• We encourage you to pace out the packet for your child. We want students to have a 

break during the summer yet also review skills that they learned during fourth grade. 

• The packet will be due to your child’s teacher on the second day of school. 

 

 





Escaping the Giant Wave Novel Reflection 

 

You may write (in cursive and blue ink on handwriting paper) or type your 

responses.  Please head your paper with your first and last name, date, Novel 

title, and author.  If you are typing your paper, please use Times New Roman 12 

pt. font in single space.  Please leave a double space between questions. 

Rephrase the question in your answer. This assignment is due the second day of 

school. 

1. Who was your favorite main character in this story? What are the personality 

traits of the character that you found to be most likable or appealing? 

2. What is the author’s purpose for the story (to persuade, inform or entertain 

you)? How do you know this?  To review author’s purpose, watch the video 

using the following link: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ECE0I0AeXXE&t=25s 

3. What is an idea or life message (theme) embedded within the story that 

stands out to you? Quote a passage from the book that sticks to memory and 

explain how that idea supports your theme. 

4. What is the greatest conflict or hardship experienced by your favorite main 

character? How did his or her hardship affect your emotions for the character? 

(Did you feel anxiousness, sadness, compassion etc. for the character?) Explain 

why you felt this way. 

5. Make a connection to the story and explain it. Text to self-connect a piece of 

the reading to something personal in your life.  Text to text-connect a piece of 

the reading to something similar in another book you’ve read.  Text to world-

connect a piece of the reading to something in the news or in the world today. 

6.  Think about a decision that this character made at some point in the story 

which you did not quite agree with. How would you have made this decision 

differently? Explain why. 

I was committed to reading Escaping the Giant Wave. I read in a calm, quiet 

environment conducive to comprehension. 

 

________________________      ___________________________ 

Student Signature     Parent Signature 

   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ECE0I0AeXXE&t=25s

































